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Gary Steppe, State Director 

(gsteppe@doe.k12.ga.us) 
I hope everyone enjoyed their holidays.  It is a new year.  I hope we 

can make 2010 a special year for you and each of your students.  

We all have to continually adjust our goals and desired outcomes to meet the 

challenges of the changing world economy.  These changes are adding to the list 

of competencies a high school graduate needs to be successful in today’s 

workforce.   

 

In this new year, please encourage your teachers to allow students to work in 

teams to solve problems.  In addition, let’s ensure that our students have access to 

reading materials at a higher reading level than most of our textbooks, and that 

they complete writing assignments that describe and evaluate classroom projects  

and tasks.  These are only suggestions, but I know each of you share my desire to 

develop an emerging workforce here in Georgia that is second to none.  I look 

forward to great achievements this year, and I stand ready to support your goals 

for your students. 

 

The 2
nd

 Annual Southeastern Workforce Summit is scheduled for January 

31-February 2, 2010, at the UGA Tifton Conference Center in Tifton, 

Georgia. The Summit theme is “Aligning Education to Community for a 

Sustained Economy,” thereby, focusing on the importance of comprehensive 

community, business, governmental and academic partnerships to deliver a 

quality workforce.   Speakers and panels will discuss pioneering programs that: 

expose students at early ages, to a range of vocational contacts and experiences; 

provide students thorough guidance in channeling their aspirations and career 

choices; systematically link students to quality work-based training and inspiring 

mentor relations; integrate secondary, post-secondary and work components into a 

seamless career training, certification, and transition pathways. Review the 

excellent program lineup and register at www.ugatiftonconference.org under 

Events.    

   

John (Chip) Bridges, Agricultural Education 

(jbridges@doe.k12.ga.us) 
Happy New Year!!! As we begin 2010, I would like to reflect back on the 

tremendous success that Agricultural Education and FFA experienced during the 

past year. Please take a moment to view the attachment prepared by our FFA 

Executive Secretary, Mr. Ben Lastly, for results at the 2009 National FFA 

Convention. I sincerely hope you see your local school name listed among the 

best in the Nation. 

http://www.ugatiftonconference.org/


Press Release Nat. 
Conv 09.pdf

 
We are still in transition and have yet to fill the vacant positions for the Ag-Ed North Region Coordinator and the Ag-

Ed Central Region Coordinator. I am hopeful that these positions will be filled very soon. 

 

Once again, I would like to wish each of you a Happy New Year and say THANK-YOU for supporting agricultural 

education and the FFA.  Any support you may need in regard to agricultural education is just a phone call away. Please 

let us know if you have any questions or concerns. Here is our contact information: 

 

South Region Agricultural Education 

Melvin Thompson, mthompso@doe.k12.ga.us, 229-386-3428 

INTERIM Central Region Agricultural Education 

Anne Smith, asmith@gaaged.org, 478-289-2559 

INTERIM North Region Agricultural Education 

Dana Perkins, dperkins@gaaged.org, 706-542-3679 

Georgia FFA Association 

Ben Lastly, blastly@uga.edu, 706-542-8990 

 

Also remember that all agricultural education and FFA information can be found on the web at www.gaaged.org 

************************************************************************** 

Emily Spann, Development and Transition 

(espann@doe.k12.ga.us) 
 
On behalf of the Development and Transition unit at GaDOE, I would like to wish each of you a very productive and 

happy 2010 year and to thank you for continuing to support the CTAE initiatives and programs!  We appreciate those 

local systems that have agreed to have CTAE students take national end of pathway assessments between March and 

May 2010.  We are very pleased that we currently have over 600 CTAE students/pathway completers scheduled to 

take one of the assessments!  An in-depth look at End of Pathway assessments will be presented at each of our 

upcoming CTAE Winter Regional Meetings. 

 

Work Based Learning -Dwayne Hobbs (dhobbs@doe.k12.ga.us) 

 

Professional Learning Opportunities for Work-Based Learning (WBL):  A professional learning opportunity is 

now posted on the CTAE Resource Network website (www.CTAERN.org) for teachers/coordinators holding the DCT 

endorsement.  The three-course, 80 hour training has been condensed to 40 hours for this group.  Session 1 will be at 

TIEGA in Statesboro and Session 2 will be a GACTE pre-conference.  The deadline to register is January 22, 2010.  

Please pass this information on immediately, if you have a coordinator with the DCT endorsement that has not already 

attended the training.  

1. Workshops for teachers/coordinators seeking the WBL endorsement will be held in June 2010 and will be 

posted on www.CTAERN.org in April.  Exact dates and locations have not yet been decided, but those 

interested should “pencil in” the first three weeks in June on their calendars.  The workshops will consist of 

Courses 1&2 of the three-course sequence required for an endorsement.  

2. Plans are in place for a Professional Standards Commission (PSC) review in January 2010, for approval of 

courses for endorsements in Work-Based Learning and Culinary Arts.  Details concerning the timeline of these 

courses and the registration process will be forthcoming after the review is successfully completed.  

 

Teacher Awards for Work-Based Learning (WBL): WBL coordinators are eligible to receive recognition and an 

award at the 2010 GACTE conference for best practices in their programs.  WBL coordinators may be nominated by 

one of their peers or may self-nominate themselves.  If your WBL coordinator has exemplary best practices happening 

in his/her program, please encourage participation in the award process.  The nomination forms, instructions and 
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Georgia FFA Members & Chapters Earn Top Honors 
at the 82nd National FFA Convention 


 
INDIANAPOLIS – The Georgia FFA Association had 7 national winners, and was recognized for 
the largest membership growth in the nation at the 82nd National FFA Convention last week in 
Indianapolis.  
 
Audrey Davis of the Bainbridge FFA (Agricultural Education); Bradley Weaver of the Dawson 
County FFA in Dawsonville (Agriculture Sales - Entrepreneurship); Staten Levings of the Echols 
County FFA in Statenville (Forest Management & Products) and Courtney Curlin of the Lowndes 
County FFA in Valdosta (Emerging Agriculture Technology) were each named national 
proficiency award winners for the success they earned in their Supervised Agricultural 
Experience (SAE) programs. Georgia had fourteen national proficiency finalists who competed at 
the convention. Only four students from across the nation are named National Finalists in each 
proficiency area.  
 
Newt Gilman of the East Jackson FFA chapter in Commerce was named the national winner in 
the FFA Creed Career Development Event (CDE). Gilman bested 43 other participants in three 
rounds of competition to be named the national winner. In each round, Gilman delivered the FFA 
Creed to a panel of judges, and answered oral questions about the FFA Creed. Gilmans’s 
agricultural education teachers are Mr. Greg Gilman, Ms. Taylor Ginn and Mr. Todd Shultz.    
 
Kalie Hall of the Franklin County FFA was named the top individual in the national Livestock 
Evaluation CDE; and Trevor Correia and Josh Barron, also of the Franklin County FFA, were 
named the national winners in Division 4 of the Environmental Science category in the National 
Agriscience Fair. The agricultural education teachers at Franklin County are Mr. Gary Minyard, 
Mr. Owen Thomason, and Mr. Cale Watkins. 
 
Other CDE highlights from Georgia included the Perry FFA placing 2nd  in the 
Nursery/Landscape CDE (Nick Wood, 6th place individual; Thomas Burnham, 7th place 
individual; & Spencer Freeman, 8th place individual); the West Laurens FFA placing 2nd in the 
Agricultural Sales CDE (Benjamin Woodard, 4th place individual); the Franklin County FFA 
finished 2nd in the Floriculture CDE (Ally Eavenson, 3rd place individual); Holly Ward of the 
Seminole County FFA placed 5th in the Job Interview CDE; the Franklin County FFA placed 5th 
in the Livestock Evaluation CDE; Andrea Sweeny (4th) and Rachel King (10th) of the Putnam 
County FFA earned individual honors in the Environmental Science & Natural Resources CDE; 
and the Banks County (Poultry), Franklin County (Dairy Evaluation), Ware County (Forestry) all 
earned national Gold CDE rankings.  
 
 


News Release – 
10/26/09 


 
For Information Contact: 


Ben Lastly 
Phone: (706) 542-8990 
Email: blastly@uga.edu 
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In other Agriscience Fair results, Amber Kay (Sonoraville) placed 2nd in Botany – division 2; 
Laura Daniel and Katherine Throne (LaGrange) placed 3rd in Botany – division 4; and Samantha 
Strickland and Tal Lineberger (Perry Middle) placed 3rd in Biotechnology/Food Science – 
division 3.  
 
Twenty-three Georgia FFA chapters received a national 3-Star ranking, the highest ranking 
offered in the National Chapter Award program. Those chapters included Berrien County 
(Nashville), Brantley Middle (Nahunta), Cross Creek (Augusta), Early County (Blakely), Etowah 
(Woodstock), Echols County (Statenville), Effingham County (Springfield), Franklin County 
Middle (Carnesville), Jackson County (Jefferson), Jasper Middle (Jasper), Jeff Davis High 
(Hazlehurst), Jeff Davis Middle (Hazlehurst), Loganville, Lowndes County (Valdosta), 
Montgomery Middle (Mt. Vernon), Murray County (Chatsworth), Oconee County (Watkinsville), 
Pelham, Screven County (Sylvania), Seminole County (Donalsonville), Southeast Bulloch 
(Brooklet), Treutlen County (Soperton), and Wayne County (Jesup). Three chapters earned a 
national 2-Star ranking. Those chapters included Oconee Middle (Watkinsville), Putnam County 
(Eatonton), and Stephens County (Toccoa). The Lowndes County FFA chapter was named a 
national finalist in the Models of Innovation program for their creative work in Student 
Development. 
 
Nine Georgians were recognized for their support of agricultural education and the FFA. Mr. 
John K. Wilkinson of Toccoa received the VIP award for his more than 30 years of service as an 
agricultural education teacher, FFA Executive Secretary and State Program Manager. State 
Senator Jack Hill (Reidsville), Mr. David Turner (Commerce), Mr. Rodney Kellum (Swainsboro), 
Dr. David Bridges (Tifton), Mrs. Gale Cutler (Tucker), Mr. Jack Barnes (Jasper), Mr. Bill 
Waldrep (Forsyth), and Mr. Conrad Davidson (Waycross) each received the Honorary American 
FFA degree for the contribution that they make to the agricultural education program and FFA.  
 
Seventy-one Georgia FFA members received the prestigious American FFA Degree, the highest 
degree offered to an active FFA member. These students each spent several years developing and 
growing their Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs to reach this honor. Those 
receiving the degree include: Jacob Allen (Fannin County), Bryan Babcock (Cass), Leigha 
Beckum (Toombs County), Brantley Bell (Bleckley County), Caroline K. Black (Jackson 
County), Corey Booth (Jackson County), Brianna Bryant (Jackson County), Katy Burden (Greene 
County), Lauren Burton (Pelham), David L. Chapman, Jr. (Pickens County), Alan Chavous 
(Cross Creek), Candace Claxton (Treutlen County), Nicholas Collar (Etowah), Katie E. Collins 
(Oconee County), Megan Cornelius (Ware Magnet), Austin Crown (Union Grove), Jennifer 
Dalton (Banks County), Kami Dalton (Banks County), Jacob Daniel (Oconee County), Jake D. 
Daughtrey (Cook County), Katie Daughtrey (Cook County), Jacob Dungan (Mary Persons), 
Andrew L. Dunn (Seminole County), Michelle Edge (Treutlen County), Sara C. Ervin (Southeast 
Bulloch), Dustin Farmer (Franklin County), Hannah Findley (Gilmer County), Hunter Freeman 
(Treutlen County), Ashleigh Gainer (Jeff Davis), Eli Garrett (North Oconee), Paul Gates (Cook 
County), Cody Greeson (Cook County), Samantha Grinstead (Treutlen County), Claudia Hagan 
(Rockdale Career Academy), Trenton W. Hammock (North Oconee), Justin Hand (Tift County), 
Jessica B. Harston (Winder-Barrow), Ronald Hearn (Bleckley County), Alana Heath (Treutlen 
County), Jessica Jones (Toombs County), Kella Kicklighter (Ware Magnet), John D. Kimbrell 
(Colquitt County), Justin Lanier (Eagle’s Landing), Michael Leggett (Jeff Davis), Lauren 
Matthews (Jeff Davis), Matthew Mayhue (Elbert County), Travis McArthur (Gilmer County), 
Emory McAvoy (Thomson), Samantha Meeks (Swainsboro), Donnie Nash, Jr. (Appling County), 
Daniel New (Elbert County), Rachel Patrick (Putnam County), Seth Peavy (Bleckley County), 
Hayden Phipps (Southeast Whitfield), Betsy Pye (Jeff Davis), Donna L. Ramay (Jeff Davis), 
Kayla-Dale Roberts (Franklin County), Trey Rogers (Treutlen County), Cassidy N. Shields 


-MORE- 







(Fannin County), Brandon L. Smith (Jeff Davis), Tommy D. Spell (Appling County), Andrew J. 
Strickland (Jackson County), Kalyn Stuart (Screven County), Lottie Thomas (Ware Magnet), 
Robyn R. Thompson (Franklin County), Layton Tompkins (Lowndes County), Thomas Turcotte 
(Pickens County), Jacob Williams (Jeff Davis), Katie A. Williams (Morgan County), Chris 
Wright (Pickens County), and Savannah Wyatt (Gordon Central).  
 
The Georgia FFA Association was recognized as the state Association with the largest 
membership growth in 2008-2009, with an increase of over 1,400 members. This marks the 11th 
consecutive year that the Georgia FFA has increased in membership.  
 
The 2008-2009 National FFA Officer team presided over the Convention. Serving as the 2008-
2009 National Southern Region Vice-President was Regina Holliday of the East Laurens FFA. 
Holliday presided over the 2nd general session on Thursday, October 22, and presented her 
retiring officer address, entitled “Something That Matters,” on Friday, October 23. Holliday 
awarded the Honorary American Degree to her parents, and recognized her agricultural education 
teachers and state staff for their support of her FFA career.   
 
Johnny Jones of the Toombs County FFA Alumni chapter was elected to serve on the National 
FFA Alumni Council. Jones will serve a 3-year term as the Southern Region Representative on 
the national Council, representing the states of Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Puerto Rico. Jones currently serves as President-Elect 
of the Georgia FFA Alumni Council.  
 
Kaitlyn Cass (Gilmer County) performed as part of the National FFA band; and TJ Cochran 
(Pepperell), Jarrett Fail (Southeast Bulloch) and Debra Smith (Jackson County) each performed 
in the national FFA talent program.  
 
More than 53,000 attended the 82nd National FFA Convention. The theme for the convention was 
Lead Out Loud. A complete set of results and a variety of highlights from the 82nd National FFA 
Convention can be found on the National FFA website at 
www.ffa.org/convention/2009/awards.cfm.   
 
There are more than 500,000 FFA members nationwide. The Georgia Association has over 
29,000 members, making it the 3rd largest Association in the nation.  The FFA makes a positive 
difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth, and career success, through agricultural education.  
 
 ###





Chip Bridges
File Attachment
FFA National Convention



rubrics are downloadable from the CTAE webpage on the GaDOE website:  

http://www.gadoe.org/ci_cta.aspx?PageReq=CICTACareerRelatedEd 

 

Region Meetings for Work-Based Learning (WBL) Coordinators: Three regional WBL meetings are held each 

year to provide professional learning, information updates, and networking opportunities.  Youth Apprenticeship 

(YAP) coordinators are required to attend these meetings, but all other WBL coordinators are welcome to attend.  If 

you have a WBL coordinator interested in attending who needs more information, contact Dwayne Hobbs 

(dhobbs@doe.k12.ga.us).  The next meeting dates are as follows: 

SE Region – January 20, 2010       EC Region – January 22, 2010 

NE Region – January 22, 2010      SW Region – February 10, 2010 

NW Region – March 11, 2010      WC Region – March 11, 2010 

 

C-NET:  Beginning in 2006, the CTAE Resource Network (CTAERN) has provided Georgia C-NET, an on-line 

database designed to maintain records for students enrolled in Work-Based Learning programs.  Georgia C-NET is a 

valuable asset that aids GaDOE and local systems in assuring compliance with State Board Rule 160-4-3-.14 Work-

Based Learning Programs and grant requirements of the Georgia Youth Apprenticeship Program.  The data is 

critical in assisting with monitoring program implementation, securing support, and maintaining funding for Work-

Based Learning programs.  Therefore, it is important for teachers/coordinators to keep all data current, complete and 

up to date.   

 

C-NET data is currently being reviewed and e-mail notices are being sent to system directors if incorrect or incomplete 

data issues are noted.  Please meet with your Work-Based Learning coordinators and emphasize the importance of 

maintaining C-NET data in a timely manner.  CTAE System Directors may view C-NET Data on www.CTAERN.org 

by selecting the following from the menu: 

1.  C-NET-State; 2.  Select system; 3.  Select school; 4.  Select WBL coordinator  

 

Work-Based Learning/Youth Apprenticeship Annual Assessment:  The WBL/YAP Annual Assessment is required 

for all systems receiving the Youth Apprenticeship (YAP) grant.  In addition, the grant has been modified to cover all 

Work-Based Learning programs.  Please help us make sure that ALL WBL coordinators complete the Annual 

Assessment for their program.  The Assessment document is downloadable from the GaDOE website and contains 

instructions for submitting the completed document: 

http://www.gadoe.org/ci_cta.aspx?PageReq=CICTALocalPlan 

 

Education Career Partnership (ECP) - Gary Mealer (gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us) 

 

Dual Enrollment Webinar:  Two Elluminate webinars will be held on Wednesday, January 27, 2010, on Dual 

Enrollment, including the new “Move On When Ready” program.  The first webinar session will be from 9:30-10:30 

a.m. for all middle and high school counselors.  The second session will be from 1:30-2:30 p.m. for all administrators 

at the local school and system levels.  System ECP Representatives may participate in either session.  Remember, if 

you are not able to participate in either of the two webinars, the recorded Elluminate Dual Enrollment webinar will be 

posted within a few days on the Education Career Partnership/GaDOE web page for your viewing.  

  

Career Pathways Leadership Certification On-Line Training:  Final details are being arranged for the National 

Career Pathways Leadership Certification on-line training.  The training will be delivered by Debra Mills from CORD 

(Center of Occupational Research and Development).  Ms. Mills developed the training and is CORD’s leading 

national trainer for this certification.  There will be a 40-person limit on the training and registration is located on the 

CTAE Resource Network web site at www.ctaern.org. 

 
Registration will be available until January 31, 2010, or until filled.  Training will begin on February 15, 2010 and will 

be completed by March 31 2010.  On-line assignments will be due on March 31, and certificates for all completers of 

the training will be sent by mail from CORD.  Participants will be contacted via email by Ms. Mills prior to the 

training to receive details regarding materials, site information and time lines.   

 

*************************************************************************************** 
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Charles Banks, Accountability/Improvement 

(cbanks@doe.k12.ga.us) 
 
In an effort to keep CTAE Directors informed and up to date, six “Winter Update” meetings have been scheduled 

during February and early March. The meetings will be: 

 

 February 1, 2010:   Dublin- Heart of Georgia DuBose Porter Conference Center 

 February 2, 2010:   Macon- Marriott Macon City Center (formerly Macon CentrePlex) 

 February 24, 2010:   Young Harris- Brasstown Valley Conference Center 

 February 25, 2010:   Athens: Holiday Inn 

 March 2, 2010:   Tifton: UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center 

 March 3, 2010:   Brunswick:  Golden Isles Career Academy 

 

A continental breakfast and lunch will be provided.  Registration will be through the CTAE Resource Network and 

will open soon. Please watch for posting of these workshops for registration. 

 

Consolidated Application 

CTAE directors please review your grants to ensure that they have all been approved.  Please note that if you have any 

grant that shows “Program Manager Revision Request,” the requested revisions must be completed and sign-off by 

both yourself and your superintendent prior to us reviewing and approving the grant.  Your system cannot receive any 

funds until the grant has been approved.  If grants have not been signed-off by the system (both coordinator and 

superintendent), or "Program Manager Revisions Requested" have not been made by January 29, 2010, then 

the system will lose the grant funds.  Also, CTAE directors are encouraged to work closely with their system’s 

bookkeeper to ensure that funds are expensed based on how the funds are budgeted.  In cases where a budget needs to 

be revised, the system will have to create an amendment to revise the budget. 

 

Construction-Related Equipment Grants (CREQ) 

Systems that received notification of being approved for an FY10 CREQ grant should check their Consolidated 

Applications to ensure that the grant has been officially approved.  Remember that all program information must be 

included, the grant agreement must be “uploaded”, the budget must be complete and both the “Program Information” 

side and the “Budget” side of the grant application must be signed off – first by the coordinator, then by the 

superintendent.  If you do not have a completed application, the grant funds will not be available.  If you are having 

any problems with completing this process, please contact Dr. Dennis Clarke ASAP.  (dclarke@doe.k12.ga.us or 

770-500-2029). 

 

All FY10 CREQ grant recipient systems are encouraged to regularly submit requisitions for reimbursements as soon as 

possible.  Do not wait until the end of the grant period (October 31, 2010) to begin the submission process.  Please be 

sure to share the purchasing guidelines and reimbursement procedures with your financial grants submitters to avoid 

reimbursement delays.  By January 2010, at least 50% of the grant funds should have been spent for eligible equipment 

and requisitions (via the GAORS system) should be submitted.  For any item that is not on the state equipment list for 

the funded program, you must request and receive prior approval in order for reimbursement consideration.  Send 

approval requests to dclarke@doe.k12.ga.us.  Provide the name of the vendor, item name, item number, and price 

each.  After a check of the vendor’s web site, you will receive a response as to whether it is eligible for reimbursement 

with grant funds.   

 

Systems that have made initial requests for FY11 funding should periodically check the CTAE web site for updated 

information about any grant criteria changes.  We will not know about the funding for FY11 until after the legislative 

session sets a budget and the governor signs off on it.  If your system made a request for FY11 but you have not or will 

not build or modify the lab(s) noted in your application for the start of the FY11 school year, please contact Dr. Clarke 

ASAP. 
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Office for Civil Rights Compliance Reviews 

There were five systems which participated in OCR Compliance Reviews for FY10.  Thanks to all those who assisted 

with this review process.  Those systems that participated this year (FY10) should complete and submit their Voluntary 

Compliance Plan within 30 days of receiving their Letter of Findings.  There are several that are due now.  Systems 

that will be subject to an OCR Compliance Review during FY11 will be identified during the late spring period.  If you 

have questions, please contact Dr. Dennis Clarke dclarke@doe.k12.ga.us or 770-500-2029. 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

Scott Carey, Program Delivery (scarey@doe.k12.ga.us) 
 
Food for Thought 

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  Attitude, to me, is more important than education, 

than money, than circumstances, than failures, than success, than what other people think or say or do.  It is more 

important that appearance, giftedness, or skill.  It will make or break a company…a church…a home.  The remarkable 

thing is we have a choice everyday regarding the attitude we embrace for that day.  We cannot change our past…we 

cannot change the fact that people act in a certain way.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only thing we can do is 

play on the one string, we have, and that is our attitude…I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% 

how I react to it.  And so it is with you…we are in charge of our ATTITUDES. 

Author Chuck Swindall 
 

************************************************************************************* 

Special Populations 
Virginia Turner at vturner@doe.k12.ga.us 

 
TIPs After School Staff Development Workshop 

The Intervention TIPs after school staff development workshop for teachers will be held on January 28, 2010, at 

various locations throughout the state.  Session topics will include:  How to identify and assess information that will 

lead to improved performance of Career and Technical Education for students in Special Population programs, and 

how to design and implement instructional lessons that reflect best teaching practices and target student learning needs 

using the system’s required curriculum.  

 

Educational Workshop 

The Intervention programs will participate in an educational workshop with the Atlanta Hawks this year on February 

26, 2010, at the Phillips Arena.  The workshop will focus on resume′ writing, interview tips, and information about job 

shadowing opportunities.  Students will have the opportunity to hear about any of the careers and “behind the scenes” 

activities that go into running and maintaining a professional franchise.  NEW to the event this year is a College Fair 

that will take place on the main concourse of the Phillips arena prior to the educational workshops.   

 

Upcoming State Leadership Dates 

Georgia CSA   April 8-10, 2010 

Georgia CTI   April 29 - May 1, 2010 

 

************************************************************************************* 

Marketing, Sales and Services 
Linda Smith at lismith@doe.k12.ga.us 

Atlanta Motor Speedway Project  

 
Business Partner 

In keeping with the goal to take project-based instruction up a notch, Marketing Education has another business partner 

whose primary goal is to offer “real” projects in which students may participate.  Atlanta Motor Speedway’s project 

allows student teams to identify a potential client for the Speedway and develop a marketing/promotional campaign for 

the client.  The Speedway will determine the best entries and allow these student teams to present to the Sales & 

Marketing professionals at the Speedway’s corporate office.  An overall winning student team will be determined.  If 

mailto:dclarke@doe.k12.ga.us
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the potential client agrees to hear Atlanta Motor Speedway’s sales pitch, the winning student team will be invited to 

attend the session and assist with the pitch.   

 
The Georgia systems/schools participating in the project are as follows: 

 

Bartow County:  Cass HS 

Bibb County:  Westside HS 

Clayton County:  Mundy’s Mill HS 

Cobb County:  Kennesaw Mountain HS, Lassiter HS and North Cobb HS 

Douglas County:  Alexander HS 

Fayette County:  Whitewater HS 

Forsyth County:  South Forsyth HS 

Fulton County:  Johns Creek HS and Milton HS 

Glynn County:  Glynn Academy 

Gwinnett County:  Norcross HS and North Gwinnett HS 

Hall County:  North Hall HS 

Jones County:  Jones County HS 

Paulding County:  North Paulding HS 

Rockdale County:  Rockdale Career Academy 

Troup County:  Troup County HS 

 

Georgia DECA Career Development Conference 

Remember that Georgia DECA’s Career Development Conference will be held in February this year rather than 

March.  Thank you in advance for supporting DECA and allowing our DECA Advisors and DECA members to attend 

one of the ten Regional DECA Competitions on Thursday, January 28th and the State DECA Career Development 

Conference on Thursday and Friday, February 25-26, at the Marriott Marquis in downtown Atlanta.  For conference 

details, see the Georgia DECA Web site at gadeca.org.    

 

************************************************************************************* 

Healthcare Science, Cosmetology, Law, Public Safety 
Phyllis Johnson at pjohnson@doe.k12.ga.us 

 
Healthcare, Public Safety and Personal Care Services 

The Winter Conference will be held on January 29-30, in Statesboro, Ga.  It is not too late to register and we even 

allow late registration when you arrive.  We will have vendors/exhibitors and Silent Auction items for you to view 

prior to dinner.  Saturday we will have great sessions and you will be part of either the TIEGA (public safety and 

personal care services) or HSTEA (healthcare) business meeting. 

 

Healthcare Webinar 

There will be a Healthcare Webinar on Jan. 19, from 3:30-4:30 p.m., presented by Denise Flook from the Georgia 

Hospital Association. If you are a little late joining us it won’t be a problem.  Webinar dates for Public Safety and 

Personal Care Services will be announced for February. 

 

Healthcare   

Some important dates and deadlines for HOSA include: 

 Online Region Competitions Jan. 11-15 (payment for region competitions: Jan. 20)  

 State Leadership Conference March 4-6 (registration due: Feb. 4; SLC registration payment due: Feb. 18).  

Check web site for more details at georgiahosa.org.  

 

Public Safety and Personal Care Services  

Important dates for SkillsUSA: 

 Region Competitions will be held Jan. 1 – March 1.  Check the website for your region at 

skillsusageorgia.org/. 

 SkillsUSA State Conference will be held March 11-13. 

http://gadeca.org/
mailto:pjohnson@doe.k12.ga.us
http://georgiahosa.org/common/content.asp?PAGE=137
http://skillsusageorgia.org/


************************************************************************************* 

 

Family and Consumer Sciences, Education, and Culinary 
Laura Ergle at lergle@doe.k12.ga.us 
 
Winter Conference 

The GATFACS/GaDOE Winter Conference will be held on January 21, at the Marietta Hilton.  Highlights include 

speaker presentations from: 

 

 Culinary Institute of  America 

 National Association on Family & Consumer Sciences 

 GACTE Executive Director-Matthew Gambill 

 Georgia Teacher of the Year 

 Georgia Professional Standards Commission 

 Better Business Bureau 

 Governor's Office of Consumer Affairs 

 Georgia FCCLA 

 Faculty from Kennesaw State University, Lanier Technical College, Chattahoochee Technical College, 

University of Georgia 

 

Workshops will include: 

 ServSafe Certification Classes 

 Fire Safety Certification Classes 

 GPS/Curriculum Workshops 

 

************************************************************************************* 

Engineering and Technology 
Ron Barker at rbarker@doe.k12.ga.us 

 
Teen Driving Safety 

Check out the web site created by the Riverdale High School Technology Team in Clayton County at 

www.dot.ga.gov/teendriving. Students from the Engineering and Technology Education program were given 

the opportunity to develop a web site and did a commendable job. Please visit the site which is your source for: Safety 

Tips, Driving Laws, Travel Information, and Environment and is a project for the Georgia Department of 

Transportation, the Governor’ Office of Highway Safety, and the Georgia Department of Driver Services. The key 

student was a state officer in GA TSA and is now a Medical Student at Emory University. 

 

Vex Robotics Events 

Engineering and Technology Education programs are actively involved in hosting VEX Robotics events in the coming 

months. We already have qualifiers for the World Championships and more to come. Get your students, teacher(s), and 

school involved in robotics and automation. Lowndes High School in Valdosta, Lambert High School in Forsyth 

County, Stephenson High School in DeKalb County, Rockdale Career Academy in Rockdale County, GA TSA State 

Conference in Athens Georgia are just a few of the sites that you will find active participation going on during this 

school year. The World Championships will be held in Dallas, TX, April 22-24, 2010, and the National TSA 

Conference will host state winners in Baltimore, MD, June 28 - July 2, 2010.  

 The GA TSA State Conference will be held in Athens on March 11-13. 

 The International Technology Education Association (ITEA) Conference will be held in Charlotte, North 

Carolina, on March 17-20. 

 

************************************************************************************* 

Career and Technical Student Organizations (CTSOs) 
Julie Kenny at jkenny@doe.k12.ga.us 

mailto:lergle@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:rbarker@doe.k12.ga.us
http://www.dot.ga.gov/informationcenter/Documents/TeenDriving/index.htm
mailto:jkenny@doe.k12.ga.us


 
The CTSO/GACTE Legislative Appreciation Luncheon is coming up on February 9th in Atlanta. Please ask your 

CTSO Advisors to contact their individual CTSO Executive Directors to see how many of your administrators, 

advisors, and CTSO chapters may attend.  

 

Don’t forget to check the gactso.org website homepage for the quarterly membership report and participation chart 

for each CTSO. The membership levels are through December 1, 2009 for each school in the state.  

 

Our unit has also provided a new report for participation in the CTSOs. Please find out how many teachers and 

students participated in Fall Leadership Conferences or similar activities. The new report provides participation 

numbers through December 15, 2009 for each school in the state. 

 

************************************************************************************* 

Business and Computer Science 

Sarah Heath at sheath@doe.k12.ga.us 
 

FBLA Regional Leadership Conferences 

(City school systems belong to the region in which the county belongs to - for example: Atlanta City Public Schools = 

Fulton County) 

 

Region 1 = 1/22 - Friday (during school day) at Moultrie Technical College 

Counties: Baker, Brooks, Calhoun, Clay, Colquitt, Cook, Crisp, Decatur, Dougherty, Early, Grady, Lee, Miller, 

Mitchell, Randolph, Seminole, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Turner, Worth 

 

Region 2 = 2/4 - Thursday (after school) at Coffee County High School in Douglas, GA 

Counties: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Ben Hill, Berrien, Brantley, Charlton, Clinch, Coffee, Echols, Irwin, Jeff Davis, 

Lanier, Lowndes, Montgomery, Pierce, Telfair, Toombs, Ware, Wheeler, Wilcox 

 

Region 3 = 1/21 - Thursday (after school) at Wayne County High School in Jesup, GA 

Counties: Bryan, Bulloch, Camden, Candler, Chatham, Effingham, Evans, Glynn, Liberty, Long, McIntosh, Screven, 

Tattnall, Wayne 

 

Region 4 = 1/14 - Thursday (after school) at Swainsboro High School 

Counties: Burke, Columbia, Emanuel, Glascock, Hancock, Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Laurens, McDuffie, 

Richmond, Treutlen, Warren, Washington 

 

Region 5 = 2/5 - Friday (during school day) at Middle Georgia Technical College in Warner Robins, GA 

Counties: Baldwin, Bibb, Bleckley, Crawford, Dodge, Houston, Jones, Lamar, Monroe, Peach, Pike, Pulaski, Twiggs, 

Upson, Wilkinson 

 

Region 6 = 1/25 - Monday (after school) at Marion County High School in Buena Vista, GA 

Counties: Chattahoochee, Dooly, Harris, Macon, Marion, Meriwether, Muscogee, Quitman, Schley, Stewart, Sumter, 

Talbot, Taylor, Troup, Webster 

 

Region 7 = 2/1 - Monday (after school) at Rockmart High School 

Counties: Carroll, Coweta, Douglas, Haralson, Heard, Paulding, Polk 

 

Region 8 = 1/20 - Wednesday (after school) at Ringgold High School 

Counties: Catoosa, Chattooga, Dade, Floyd, Gordon, Murray, Walker, Whitfield 

 

Region 9 = 1/26 - Tuesday (after school) at Woodland High School in Cartersville, GA 

Counties: Bartow, Cherokee, Cobb, Dawson, Fannin, Gilmer, Pickens 

 

Region 10 = 1/28 - Thursday (after school) at Milton High School 

Counties: Fulton 

http://gactso.org/
mailto:sheath@doe.k12.ga.us


 

Region 11 = 1/27 - Wednesday (after school) at North Forsyth High School in Cumming, GA 

Counties: Forsyth, Gwinnett 

 

Region 12 = 1/29 - Friday (during school day) at DeKalb Technical College - Clarkston Campus 

Counties: DeKalb, Rockdale 

 

Region 13 = 2/2 - Tuesday (after school) at Henry County High School in McDonough, GA 

Counties: Butts, Clayton, Fayette, Henry, Spalding 

 

Region 14 = 1/15 - Friday (after school) at Newton County High School in Covington, GA 

Counties: Barrow, Clarke, Greene, Jasper, Morgan, Newton, Oconee, Putnam, Taliaferro, Walton 

 

Region 15 = 1/19 - Tuesday (after school) at Madison County High School in Danielsville, GA 

Counties: Banks, Elbert, Franklin, Habersham, Hall, Hart, Jackson, Lincoln, Lumpkin, Madison, Oglethorpe, Rabun, 

Stephens, Towns, Union, White, Wilkes 

************************************************************************************* 

Architecture, Construction, Communication and Transportation 
Sonny Cannon at gcannon@doe.k12.ga.us 

 
State Leadership and Skills Contest 

Over the next thirty days, approximately 800 students will be competing at their region championships to determine 

who will advance to the next level of competition, the State Leadership and Skills Conference.  The 2010 State 

Leadership and Skills Conference will be held March 11–13, and offers the largest industry supported contest structure 

in the state as well as an amazing Career Expo that is sponsored by over 1,000 industry partners.  The Career Expo is 

an event that you and your students will not want to miss as the Georgia International Convention Center will be filled 

with interactive career activities, displays and exhibits for participants to explore.  This is a great opportunity for you 

to become involved and support your teachers and students on all levels by attending the Region Championship, the 

State Leadership and Skills Conference and Career Expo.  For more information, please visit the SkillsUSA Georgia 

website at skillsusageorgia.org/, or download the SkillsUSA Career Expo registration form available on-line at 

www.cefga.org. 

 

TIEGA Winter Conference 

The 2010 TIEGA Winter Conference will be held January 29-30, in Statesboro, Georgia.  There will be a general 

session Friday and pathway specific workshops Saturday.  Please encourage your teachers to attend.  The registration 

form can be found online at tiega.org/.     

 

Please contact Sonny Cannon at (404) 657-8308 or at gcannon@doe.k12.ga.us if you have questions about 

the SkillsUSA Georgia State Leadership and Skills Conference and Career Expo, or the TIEGA Winter Conference. 

 

 

mailto:gcannon@doe.k12.ga.us
http://skillsusageorgia.org/
http://www.cefga.org/
http://tiega.org/
mailto:gcannon@doe.k12.ga.us

