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Governor’s Office of Student Achievement Releases Grading Alignment Study
ATLANTA – The Governor’s Office of Student Achievement (GOSA) today released the results of a study that analyzed the alignment of local school systems’ grading practices with their End of Course Test (EOCT) results.  GOSA commissioned Dr. Chris Clark, an Economics professor at Georgia College and State University, to examine the relationship between Georgia students’ 2007 End of Course Test (EOCT) performance levels and the grades they earned in related courses. 

“This relationship is important because Dr. Clark’s findings suggest that disparities between the two may impact students’ college success, HOPE Scholarship retention rates, and need for remedial support in college,” said Executive Director Kathleen Mathers.  “Both EOCTs and course grades are based on the same state standards, so we should expect general alignment between the two achievement indicators.  As a general rule, if students earn an “A” in a course, it should be reasonable to expect them to also perform well on the corresponding EOCT.”
Currently, Georgia’s federal No Child Left Behind plan requires high school students to pass the Georgia High School Graduation Test before graduating with a high school diploma.  Some states, including Georgia, are moving toward greater use of EOCTs as high school exit exams instead.  In fact, state law (O.C.G.A. § 20-2-281) calls for Georgia’s current High School Graduation Test to be replaced by EOCTs, and the state is already moving in that direction.  
In the meantime, EOCTs count as 15% of a student’s final course grade.  Even with that requirement, there are some considerable differences between Georgia students’ 2007 EOCT achievement and their corresponding course grades:

	(State Averages)
	Algebra I
	9th Grade English Lit.
	Geometry
	Biology
	Physical Science
	11th Grade English Lit.
	U.S. History
	Economics

	% of students who passed EOCT
	60.75%
	67.54%
	61.01%
	58.38%
	62.23%
	80.82%
	71.30%
	64.15%

	% of students who passed their course
	79.98%
	84.42%
	86.34%
	83.23%
	81.82%
	89%
	90.84%
	94.13%

	% of students who failed EOCT
	39.25%
	32.46%
	38.99%
	41.62%
	37.77%
	19.18%
	28.70%
	35.85%

	% of students who failed their course
	20.02%
	15.58%
	13.66%
	16.77%
	18.18%
	11.00%
	9.16%
	5.87%


Yet many local school districts grading practices revealed tight alignment between EOCT achievement and course grades.   “Many teachers across Georgia are doing a tremendous job and getting results,” said Kathleen Mathers.  “Their students are earning high marks in the course and on the EOCT.”
For more information on the EOCT Grading Study, please visit http://www.gaosa.org to find the e-bulletin summarizing the study as well as detailed findings for each school system in Georgia. 
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