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What is the Least Restrictive Environment?

One of the key themes throughout Public Law 1105-17, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1997 (IDEA), is the provision of education for students with disabilities in the least restrictive environment (LRE).  LRE has judicial support as well as being a legislative mandate.  LRE is legislatively defined as the place where: “…to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities are educated with children who are not disabled…with the use of supplemental aids and services…” (LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT 34 CFR 300.550 (b) (2)).

The popularly used term “inclusion” is “the placement of students with disabilities in chronological age-appropriate, general education home/neighborhood schools and classes, while providing necessary supports to students to allow successful participation in events and activities offered to and expected of classmates without disabilities (Falvey, Grenot-Scheyer, Coots, & Bishop, 1995)”.  In other words, to the maximum extent appropriate, students with disabilities are educated in the same settings and are members of the same classes as their nondisabled peers.  Placement and the amount of time spent in these settings vary according to students’ educational goals and objectives.

When students are included in a general education setting, they:

· Are members of the same school community as their neighbors and siblings;

· Are placed in chronological age-appropriate grades and classes;

· Are provided support, as needed, in school and community environments; and

· Are actively engaged in learning within the context of the classroom activities.

4 Performance Goals Related to LRE

· Decrease the percentage of students with disabilities who drop out of school.

· Increase the percentage of students with disabilities who earn a regular education diploma.

· Decrease the gap in performance of students with and without disabilities on statewide achievement tests.

· Increase the percentage of time students with disabilities receive instruction in the general education setting with appropriate supports and accommodations.

*********************************************************************
U.S. Department Of Education

Standard:
90% of Students with Disabilities will be Educated in the General Education Classroom for a Minimum of 80% of the School Day
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The IEP and the LRE Decision-Making Process

Students with disabilities benefit both educationally and socially from receiving instruction with their nondisabled peers in a variety of school and community settings.  In order to receive this benefit, the IEP committee must make decisions concerning the extent and placement of the student in general education settings.

To make these decisions the IEP committee must review the instructional needs of the student.  Some students may require an interpreter in order to benefit from general education placement. A student with a learning disability may require instruction in learning strategies in order to access the content in academic classes. A student with Asperger syndrome may require a self-monitoring program.  Given such a global accommodation, the student could receive instruction within general education settings.  However, for some students whose need for instruction will vary across settings and objectives, the committee must address each objective, or set of related objectives.   As a result the student will have varying numbers of segments in general education settings.  For example, a student with moderate intellectual disabilities may be placed in general education for four segments for various functional academic and social skills instruction, but receive two segments in a special education setting for self-help and community skills instruction.

In order to guide an IEP committee through this process the six-step sequence is presented and appears on the next page.

The IEP committee members:
1. Document the student’s currently level of performance.

2. Write objectives from the information gathered, addressing the student’s learning needs.

3. Determine which objectives can be taught in general education settings.  For each objective, or related set of objectives, the members consider:

a. Age-appropriate and content appropriate settings available in various segment times.

b. Modifications to activities, materials, instruction, and/or environments necessary in a given setting.

c. Personnel support(s) for the student, teacher, and/or class.

4. For those objectives which cannot be met in a general education setting, determine which special education or community settings the objective(s) will be taught.

5. Determine settings or activities to provide additional opportunities for interaction with nondisabled peers.

6. Determine a method to evaluate the appropriateness of the LRE decision(s) through ongoing assessment of student learning.
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Personnel Supports

	Personnel Support
	Description of Service

	General Education


	Student with disability is served in the general education class with no personnel support.  



	Consultation
	Student with disability receives at least 1 segment per month of direct service from the special education teacher in the general or special education classroom. 


	Supportive

Instruction


	Student with disability receives service from personnel other than a certified teacher in the general education classroom. (i.e. para, interpreter, or job coach)

	Collaboration
	A special education teacher provides service to students with disabilities and shares teaching responsibilities with two general education teachers within an instructional segment in the general education classroom. (less than full segment daily)



	Co-Teaching
	The special education teacher and the general education teacher provide service to students with disabilities and share equal teaching responsibilities for all students in the general education classroom. (full segment everyday)



	Special Education


	The special education teacher provides service to the students with disabilities in a special education classroom.











Three Levels of Support that must be considered when determining the Least Restrictive Environment for students with disabilities.





Location is an issue with the accessibility of the Least Restrictive Environment for students with physical disabilities.





Personnel supports are additional special education personnel in the Least Restrictive Environment providing required support or instruction to students with disabilities.  


(See Personnel Supports Chart)
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Accommodations are changes to activities, instruction, materials, or the environment that do not dilute the Georgia Performance Standards.





Modifications are changes to products, assessments, or materials that require less of the student than the minimum Georgia Performance Standard
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