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Definition

Section 300.5  Assistive technology device.

Any item, piece of equipment or product system, 

whether acquired commercially off the shelf, 

modified, or customized, that is used to increase, 

maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of a 

child with a disability.  

The term does not include a medical device that is 

surgically implanted, or the replacement of such 

device.

(Authority 20 U.S.C. 1401(1))
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Legal Reference

Section 300.324 Development, review, and 

revision of IEP

(1) Consideration of special factors.  The IEP team 

must-

(v)  Consider whether the child needs assistive 

technology devices and services.

(Authority 20 U.S.C. 1414(d)(3)(B))
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Assistive Technology Service

Section 300.6  Assistive technology service.

Any service that directly assists a child with a 

disability with the selection, acquisition, or use of an 

assistive technology device. The term includes-

− (a) The evaluation of the needs of a child with a 

disability, including a functional evaluation of the child 

in the child’s customary environment;
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Assistive Technology Service

Section 300.8 Continued

− (b) Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the 
acquisition of assistive technology devices by children 
with disabilities;

− (c) Selecting designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, 
applying, retaining, repairing, or replacing assistive 
technology devices;

− (d) Coordinating and using other therapies, 
interventions, or services with assistive technology 
devices, such as those associated with existing 
education and rehabilitation  plans and programs;
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Assistive Technology Service

Section 300.8 Continued

− (e) Training or technical assistance for a child with a 

disability or, if appropriate, that child’s family; and

− (f) Training or technical assistance for professionals 

(including individuals or rehabilitation services), 

employers, or other individuals who provide services to 

employ, or are otherwise substantially involved in the 

major life functions of children with disabilities.

(Authority 20 U.S.C. 1401(2))
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Assistive Technology Areas

• Technology solutions available in the 
following areas:
− Academic and Learning 

Aids

− Aids for Daily Living

− Assistive Listening Devices 
and Environmental Aids

− Computer Access and 
Instruction

− Environmental Control

– Mobility Aids

– Augmentative 
Communication

– Pre-vocational and 
Vocational Aids 

– Recreation and Leisure Aids

– Seating and Positioning

− Visual Aids

Adapted from the Assistive Technology Guidelines for Kentucky Schools, Kentucky 

Department of Education
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Guiding Questions

• What are the student’s present levels of 

performance?

• What do we want the student to be able to do 

(standards, relevant instructional tasks and 

goals)?

• Can the student accomplish the tasks or 

achieve the goals independently using 

standard classroom tools?
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Guiding Questions

• If not, can the student accomplish the tasks 
or achieve the goals when provided with 
accommodations or modifications?

• If not, can the student accomplish the tasks 
or achieve the goals when provided with 
currently available assistive technology?

• If not, what additional supports need to be 
provided?
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GPAT Resources

• Assistive Technology Consideration  

Consideration Checklist

• Assistive Technology Resource Guide





Georgia Department of Education

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools



Georgia Department of Education

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools



Georgia Department of Education

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools

Consideration Outcomes

• Student independently accomplishes tasks. 

– No assistive technology required

X
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Consideration Outcomes

• Current interventions including 

accommodations, modifications, and 

standard classroom tools are working.

– Document accommodations, modifications, and tools

– No assistive technology required

X
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Consideration Outcomes

• Assistive technology currently in place to 

meet student’s needs.

– Continue use of assistive technology

– Monitor use of assistive technology

– Document assistive technology in the IEP

X
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Consideration Outcomes

• Student’s needs not being met with current 

interventions.  Possible technology solutions 

known.

– Specify trial use of an assistive technology device and 

identify expected outcomes

X
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Consideration Outcomes

• Student’s needs not being met with current 

interventions. IEP team is not aware of any 

possible solutions.

– Obtain additional assistance or information

– Refer for an assistive technology assessment

X



Academic Aids – Reading

Student Summary

Resource Guide - Reading

Consideration
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Sample Academic Aids 

Student Summary

• Middle school student with a high incidence 

disability

– Doesn’t like to read at all, even for pleasure

– Doesn’t like to read aloud in class

– Avoids reading aloud in class by misbehaving?

– Complains about words moving around on page or 

that they are blurry

– Complains of headache or burning, watery eyes

– Skips words and often whole lines when reading
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Consideration Outcomes:

X Student accomplishes tasks in all instructional areas 

with currently available assistive technology.  Assistive technology 

is required.

Sample Academic Aids 

Consideration Outcomes



Oral Communication

Student Summary

Resource Guide – Oral Communication

Consideration
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Sample Oral Communication

Student Summary

• Kindergarten student:

– Functionally non-verbal

– Moderately Intellectually Disabled

– Some vocalizations (grunting, squealing, etc.)

– Ambulatory

– Does not consistently initiate communicative 

interactions
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Sample Oral Communication 

Consideration Outcomes
Consideration Outcomes:

X Student does not accomplish tasks in all instructional 

areas.  Required assistive technology devices are known.  Assistive 

technology is required.

Specify any assistive technology services required by this student:  

Training student, staff and parents in the use of and implementation of the 

tactile/tangible symbol system and talking switch such as the BIGmack.



Other Consideration Resources

• There are other frameworks that assist with 

the consideration process

– SETT (www.joyzabala.com)

– WATI (www.wati.org)

– Minnesota Assistive Technology

– Palm Beach SETT Framework
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http://www.joyzabala.com/
http://www.wati.org/
http://cfl.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/SpecialEd/documents/Manual/001089.pdf
http://www.palmbeach.k12.fl.us/Records/PDF/1859.pdf
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SETT

• The Student

– What is the functional area(s) of concern? What 

does the student need to be able to do that is difficult 

or impossible to do independently at this time? 

– Special needs (related to area of concern) 

– Current abilities (related to area of concern) 
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SETT

• The Environments

– Arrangement (instructional, physical) 

– Support (available to both the student and the staff) 

– Materials and Equipment (commonly used by others 

in the environments) 

– Access Issues (technological, physical, instructional) 

– Attitudes and Expectations (staff, family, others) 
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SETT

• The Tasks

– What SPECIFIC tasks occur in the student's natural 

environments that enable progress toward mastery 

of IEP goals and objectives? 

– What SPECIFIC tasks are required for active 

involvement in identified environments? (related to 

communication, instruction, participation, 

productivity, environmental control) 
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SETT

• The Tools - In the SETT Framework, Tools include 

devices, services and strategies… everything that is 

needed to help the student succeed. Analyze the 

information gather on the Student, the Environments, 

and the Tasks to address the following questions and 

activities.

– Is it expected that the student will not be able to 

make reasonable progress toward educational goals 

without assistive technology devices and services? 

– If yes, describe what a useful system of assistive 

technology devices and services for the student 

would be like. 
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SETT

• The Tools (continued)

– Brainstorm Tools that could be included in a system 

that addresses student needs. 

– Select the most promising Tools for trials in the 

natural environments. Plan the specifics of the trial 

(expected changes, when/how tools will be used, 

cues, etc.) 

– Collect data on effectiveness. 
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Things to Keep in Mind for 

Consideration

• A good consideration process is

– Individualized

– Dynamic

– Ongoing 

– Team driven

– Documented

– Bound to the expected tasks
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Documentation:  Guiding Principles

• Assistive technology devices and services 
that are determined educationally necessary 
by the student’s IEP team should be clearly 
documented in the IEP.

• It is not necessary to name brands of   
equipment, rather features of technology 
solutions should be described.

• Assistive technology may be documented in 
one or more components of the IEP.
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Documenting 

Assistive Technology 

in the IEP
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Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 

Functional Performance

• Examples:
– John exhibits a severe expressive communication impairment.  

He communicates with peers and adults within his environment 

using vocalizations and a voice output augmentative 

communication device.  He will have access to the device in all 

school settings as appropriate.

– Susan is not able to see standard print instructional materials.  

She requires that all print copies be enlarged through the use of 

a photocopier or closed circuit television system.
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• Examples (continued):
– Bobbie is currently reading 2 years below grade level.  She has 

difficulty decoding and comprehending text. When content 

material is read aloud to Bobbie, her comprehension and 

participation increases. She has been provided with a text-to-

speech program and digital text to support her independent 

access to the curriculum.  This technology is available to Bobbie 

throughout her school day.

Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 

Functional Performance
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Consideration of Special Factors

• Minimal compliance is checking yes or no on 
the consideration of assistive technology 
special factor and describing the AT if yes is 
checked, and how deficits are met if no is 
checked.

• Best Practice Examples:
– An analysis of all tasks and activities indicates that Karen can 

complete the tasks independently when given additional time. 
No assistive technology is required.

– Paula needs access to adaptive seating and positioning 
equipment (prone stander, wedge) in her classes in order to 
benefit from her educational program.
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Special Education and Related Services

• Assistive technology is generally addressed 

within other sections of the IEP including 

Present Performance Levels, Consideration 

of Special Factors, Goals and Benchmarks, 

or Minutes of the IEP Meeting (if taken).
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Supplemental Aids and Services

• Examples

– Kendra will use a portable word processor to 

complete writing assignments in her general 

education classes.
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Modifications for Participation in 

State/district-wide Assessments

• Examples:

– Mavis requires the use of her auditory trainer when 

directions are provided during administration of 

assessments.

– Marcus requires the use of word processing program 

when taking tests that require over one paragraph of 

written communication.

– All testing materials should be provided to Mary Jane 
in braille.
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Modifications and Supports 

for School Personnel

• Examples:

– Paul’s teachers will receive training in the use and 

programming of his augmentative communication 

device.

– Kelly’s special education and general education 

teachers will be provided with follow-up training and 

technical assistance as needed to aid them in 

integrating the use of her assistive technology 

devices (spell checker, word processor) into her 

school curriculum.
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Annual Goals

• Examples:

– Susie will express basic wants and needs in 80 % of 

the opportunities using single word utterances and a 

voice output augmentative communication system.

– John will compose a three or more sentence 

paragraph with less than two spelling errors when 

using a hand-held spellchecker.
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Statement of Transition Services

• Examples:

– Colin’s school staff, vocational rehabilitation 

counselor, and family will contact public and private 

agencies to assist him in obtaining funding for a 

communication device that can be used after he 

graduates from school.  They will begin contacting 

agencies at the beginning of his senior year.  The 

vocational rehabilitation counselor will identify 

potential sources to technical support that will be 

available to Colin after he graduates.
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Minutes of IEP Meeting

• Examples:

– The committee members present discussed 

Donnita’s recent assistive technology assessment.  

Based on the recommendations of the assessment  

and her classroom performance, it was 

recommended that she needs to have access to her 

augmentative communication device in all school 

settings.
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