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Report Cards and Transcripts for Students
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Dear Colleague:

| am writing to you to address some issues
concerning report cards and transcripts for
students with disabilities attending public
elementary and secondary schools. Through this
letter and the enclosed Questions and Answers

document, | am clarifying how federal laws

apply to statements on report cards and

transcripts when these statements identify

students as students with disabilities. -
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Selected Responses from

Questions and Answers
document
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- Questionl

What federal laws can help address
guestions about what information
about disability may appear on
report cards and transcripts for
students with disabilities attending
public elementary and secondary

schools?
T 4
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Answer:

.

Disclosures of personally identifiable student
iInformation, including disability status, are
subject to the protections of FERPA and
IDEA. Generally, these statutes require
consent prior to disclosures of personally
identifiable information contained In
education records unless a specific
exception applies.

Both student report cards and student
transcripts are considered “education
records” under FERPAand IDEA. ¢ X
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- Question 2

May a report card for a student with a
disability identify special education or
other related services or resources
being provided for that student or
otherwise indicate that the student has
a disability? For instance, may the
report card refer to an IEP or a plan

providing for services under Section
5047 GEORGY
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Answer

o

.

Yes. Report cards are provided to parents to
indicate their child’'s progress or level of
achievement in specific classes, course content,
or curriculum. Consistent with this purpose, it
would be permissible under Section 504 and
Title 1l for a report card to indicate that a student
IS recelving special education or related
services, as long as the report card informs
parents about their child’s progress or level of
achievement in specific classes, course cont
or curriculum. GEORGIR
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However, the mere designation that a
student has an IEP or is receiving a
related service, without any meaningful
explanation of the student’s progress,
such as a grade or other evaluative
standard established by an LEA and/or
SEA, would be inconsistent with IDEA's
periodic reporting requirements, as well
as with Section 504 and Title II. W
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Question’

May a transcript for a student with a

disabllity indicate that the student

has a disabllity, has been enrolled

IN a special education program, or

has received special education or

related services? .
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Answer

o

.

No. A student’s transcript generally is intended to
Inform postsecondary institutions or prospective
employers of a student’'s academic credentials and
achievements. Information that a student has a
disabllity, or has received special education or
related services due to having a disability, does not
constitute information about the student’s academic
credentials and achievements. Therefore, it would be
a violation of Section 504 and Title Il for a student’'s
transcript to indicate that a student has received
special education or a related service or that the
student has a disabili el
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- Question 8 —

May a transcript for a student with a
disabllity indicate, either through
specific notations or the use of
asterisks or other symbols, that the
student took classes with a modified or
alternate education curriculum?
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Answer

In general, yes.

While a transcript may not disclose that a
student has a disability or has received
special education or related services due
to having a disability, a transcript may
indicate that a student took classes with
a modified or alternate education
curriculum.
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“Question 9

May special notations, including
asterisks or other symbols, appear on a
transcript for a student with a disabllity
who received accommodations in
general education curriculum classes?
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~ Answer P

In general, no. Because the use of
accommodations generally does not reflect
a student’s academic credentials and
achievement, but does identify the student
as having a disability, it would be a violation
of Section 504 and Title Il for a student’s
transcript to indicate that the student
received accommodations in any classes.
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- Question 10

May a transcript for a student with a
disability indicate that a student
received a certificate of attendance
or similar document rather than a
regular diploma?
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B a
A transcript for a student with a disability
may Indicate receipt of a certificate of
attendance or a similar document, rather
than a regular diploma, under certain
circumstances. These circumstances are
where this does not disclose that a student
has received special education or related

services, does not otherwise specifically
disclose that a student has a disability
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Answer 10 continued -
“(for example, because certificates of

attendance are available to both students
with disabllities and students without
disabilities), I1s not used for the purpose of
identifying programs for students with
disabilities, and Is consistent with the
purpose of a student transcript -- to inform
postsecondary institutions and

prospective employers of a student’s
academic credentials and achievementg{,.
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Class Size FAQ

What are the guidelines for assigning course numbers
to special education students?

The special education guidelines for using course
numbers are as follows:

— 1. XX.0 - Student is in general education class but not required
by IEP, or student is in general education class with inclusion
services (codes 4-8)

— 2. XX.8 - Student is in pullout class and taught by a special
education teacher

— 3. XX.9 - Student is in general education class and a certified
special education teacher is working with student (i.e.
collaborative, co-teaching, or consultative => inclusion code 9).

— 4. 90.X - Student is in special education class and does not earn
credit. The 90.X courses are valid only for students that entered

. :
o9t grade prior to FY09. W
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Proposed Board Rule Changes

160-4-2-.03 LIST OF STATE-FUNDED K-8 SUBJECTS AND 9-12 COURSES
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE PRIOR TO 2008.

« XX.8 8=GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE IN
A SPECIAL EDUCATION SETTING

* An 8 as the first numerical digit to the right of the
decimal indicates that students are students
whose IEP has placed them in a general
education course but in a special education
setting and are being taught by a certified
special education teacher. Students in these
classes are earning Carnegie unit credit. =
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Proposed Board Rule Changes

160-4-2-.03 LIST OF STATE-FUNDED K-8 SUBJECTS AND 9-12 COURSES
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE PRIOR TO 2008.

« XX.9 9 =GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE IN A
GENERAL EDUCATION SETTING WITH SPECIAL
EDUCATION SUPPORT

« A9 as the first numerical digit to the right of the
decimal indicates the students are students whose
IEP has placed them in a general education course
In a general education setting but with a specified
amount and model of special education support
listed on the IEP. Students are taught by a certified
general education teacher but receive the identified
IEP support by the appropriately certified special
education personnel. Students in these classes arge

earning Carnegie unit credit. W
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Proposed Board Rule Changes

160-4-2-.03 LIST OF STATE-FUNDED K-8 SUBJECTS AND 9-12 COURSES
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE PRIOR TO 2008.

« Note: In accordance with guidance issued by
the United States Department of Education,
Office for Civil rights on October 17, 2008,
transcripts may not contain information
disclosing students’ disabilities. Therefore,
course numbers that identify students as
students with disabilities must not be printed on
transcripts. The .8 or .9 nor the 90 prefix should
not appear on transcripts for students.
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Federal Child Count
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FY2011
No FTE 2
Data collected with FTE1

* Federal Reporting Requirement:

* The count Is to be taken on a state-designated
date between October 1 and December 1
(inclusive). States must use the same count

date each year. W
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« Child Count and Environment Due to Office of
Special Education Programs (OSEP)
February 1

« Comprehensive Early Intervening Services
(CEIS) — Disproportionality Determinations

« Data elements are already reported by many
systems during FTE1 -
GEORGY
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How Are They Reported?

e No Change e No Change e No Change

® Program Codes ® % of time in e Cumulative

e Inclusion general hours receiving

Codes education special
(with/without education
special services
education regardless of
support) location "
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ALL [EP

The ALL IEP code mdicates whether or not the student 1s receving all of the services that are indicated 1n hus
Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Service Plan. If a student 15 not receming services duning the fall semester due to
scheduling, but will recerve services i the sprng, then code the student as recerving the services m the IEP.

Note: Cyele 2 data look at the services provided over the course of the school year; whereas, Cycles I and 3 look at

SEIVICes prm-‘ided on the count date.

Valid codes arer “Y = Yes
I:I:N'?" = ND

“§" = Service Plan

All I[EP
Service | Code
Environment Code | IEP Plan Value
Ages 6- [ .

21 [to9 Yes No Y
0 No Yes S
0 No No N
Ages 35 lto8 Yes No Y
0 No Yes S
0 No No N




Transportation

« FTE 1 and 3 Definition  FTE 2 Definition

— TRANSPORTED indicates — This is transportation which
whether or not a student with a requires one of the following for
disability is transported during an individual student: adapted
the school day from one equipment such as power lifts or
instructional setting to another. provision of oxygen, an adapted
Each segment reported as route which requires
TRANSPORTED indicates transportation beyond the local
“round trip” when applicable. school system boundaries, or

— Reported as Segments additional staffing such as a bus

aide assigned specifically to that
individual student. The need for
special transportation must be
documented in the student’s
IEP. Do not include additional
routes required by part-day
programming within the school

3(/" system.

— Reported as Hours per Wee
o e g g y
= GEorGIR
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Percentage Change by Disability Area
Federal Child Count FY09 to FY10

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

aas N

-5%

-
0
IHC)i
au;_|
a
U\j

wsgny - N

ssoupuia-jeaq NI

jead/HH |

-10%

-15%

Disability Area W
GEORGIN:

DEPARTMENT OF

“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”  EDUCATION

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools




Division for Exceptional Students - December 1

Child Counts
%
TOTAL | TOTAL |TOTAL | GenPop
Year ID ED SLD Sp/L VI/B HI D/B Ol OHI |Autism| TBI SDD 3--5 6- -21 3--21 |Oct. FTE
2009
6-21 18,878| 17,172 51,937 25,345 705 1682 25 929 25,246| 9,562 440, 8,658 160,579 |177,070|1,667,685
2009
3--5 231 72 55 6,311 60 173 5 64 265 775 13| 8,467, 16,491 10.62%
% 10.79%| 9.74%| 29.36%| 17.88% 0.43%| 1.05% 0.029% 0.56% 14.41%| 5.84%| 0.26%| 9.67% 1.89%| -1.80% |-1.47% | -0.22%
2008
6-21 20,262| 18,887 51,250, 27,844 713 1695 20 969 25,556 8,747 458 7,121 163,522 |179,707|1,655,792
2008
3--5 185 100 35 6,378 60 149 5 66 274 800 12| 8,121 16,185 10.85%
% 11.38%| 10.57%| 28.54%| 19.04% 0.43%| 1.03%| 0.01%| 0.58%| 14.37%| 5.31%| 0.26%| 8.48%| -12.30%]| -4.36% |-5.13% | -1.57%
2007
6-21 22,058 20,682 52,842 32,456 690, 1,699 23 1,008 26,309 7,839 466 4,898 170,970| 189,424(1,649,589
2007
3--5 257 128 47 8,347 60 165 9 66 262 718 8 8,387 18,454 11.48%
% 11.78%| 10.99%| 27.92%| 21.54% 0.40%| 0.98% 0.02% 0.57% 14.03%| 4.52%| 0.25%| 7.01%| -9.58% | -3.08% |-3.75% | -0.36%
2006
6-21 24,1100 22,287 54,387 35,348 647, 1,631 22 1,016, 26,030, 6,815 471 3,636 176,400| 196,810[1,629,157
2006
3--5 404 178 89 10,369 62 180 4 67 267 635 14| 8,141 20,410 12.08%
% 12.46%| 11.41%| 27.68%| 23.23% 0.36%| 0.92% 0.01% 0.55% 13.36%| 3.79%| 0.25%| 5.98%| -1.53% | -0.26% |-0.40% | -0.03%
2005
6-21 25,726 23,257 54,322 36,543 616 1,655 21 1,008 24,698 5,655 462 2,905 176,868 |197,596|1,598,461
2005
3--5 562 238 151 10,999 55 162 6 95 258 550 17| 7,635 20,728 12.36%
% 13.30%]| 11.89%| 27.57%| 24.06% 0.34%| 0.92%| 0.01%| 0.56% 12.63%| 3.14%]| 0.24%| 5.33%| -0.35%| 0.99%| 0.85% | 0.04%




Percentage of FY2009 Events

FY2009 Exit Events
By Disability Type
For Students Age 14 and Above
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Percentage of FY2009 Events
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FY2009 Exit Events
By Race/Ethnicity
For Students 14 and Above
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Percentage of Annual Events
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M Deceased

W Dropout

B GHS

H Moved

B SpeED or Certificate

M Returned to GenEd
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