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Youth Apprenticeship Programs & Industry Certification 

“Getting a Great Start through Youth Apprenticeship”
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It is said that the best wisdom comes through experience. That’s certainly true for students participating in the Youth Apprenticeship Program (YAP) at White County High School (WSCHS) in Cleveland Georgia. 

The Youth Apprenticeship Program offers juniors and seniors the opportunity to leave school early to work in an area that supports their career goals. WCHS has been offering this vital career education program for more than a decade. As a result, those experiences gained through the program have helped many students excel in their career paths while others quickly learned that they needed to consider a different path.

Brittany Owensby, current YAP student, and Jeremy 
Dockery, former YAP student, at Cleveland 
Veterinary Hospital.

Brittany Owensby, a WCHS senior, is one student who seems to be getting a great start at attaining her career goal of becoming a veterinarian.  To help her reach that goal, she joined the Youth Apprenticeship Program and secured a job at Cleveland Veterinary Hospital. She works 20 to 25 hours per week and is fortunate to have started her career working under the supervision of Hospital Manager, Jeremy Dockery. 

Jeremy also experienced the benefits of the WCHS Youth Apprenticeship Program. He began working after school at Cleveland Veterinary Hospital before he could even drive. He joined the YAP at the beginning of his junior year and continued to work at the veterinary hospital through his post secondary training. Through diligence and hard work, Jeremy became Hospital Manager and has recently accepted an offer to manage a larger hospital in the North Atlanta area. 

White County High School is proud of these and other Youth Apprenticeship students who have become successful employees and a vital part of our local economy.
CVAE/Project Success (VOCA Student Organization)
“VOCA State Officers Participate in the Tech Prep Conference and First Annual CTSO Legislative Breakfast”
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On February 12th and 13th four of the VOCA State Officers hosted their organizational exhibit at the 10th Annual Tech Prep Conference held at the Waverly Renaissance Hotel.  These students were on hand to answer questions and promote the Career, Technical and Agricultural Student Organizations.  The students representing VOCA at the Tech Prep Conference were Chris Cutts from Upson-Lee High, Myrtice Corbin from Taylor County High, Ana Arellano from Gainesville High and Brittany Harper from Madison County High.
These students, along with VOCA State President Alex Moman from Heritage High School, traveled to the Department of Education on Tuesday, February 14th to attend the first annual Career and Technical Student Organizations’ Legislative Breakfast.  The breakfast was sponsored by the Georgia Association for Career and Technical Education and was attended by senators and representatives invited by all CTSO officers from their district.  Alex Moman began the breakfast by leading the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and the attendees heard from several different individuals on the importance of the continued support of our legislators for our CTSO organizations.   The students had an opportunity to meet and have breakfast with the legislators and DOE personnel.
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Arellano with CTAE Director, James Woodard.
“Region Five Members Go to the Polls”
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Region Five of VOCA held their Region Contest at Albany Technical College on Friday, February 17th hosted by their Director and Director-Elect, Letitia Walker and Jill Stuckey. All VOCA members got the opportunity to experience actual voting polls.                        

VOCA members went to the polls to vote for State Treasurer and region representative for State President.  A Georgia state voter registrations and election director set up and ran actual voting booths for VOCA voting delegates to use during region contest.  

Drafting Technology
“Levi Wright Named STAR Student”
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Stephens County High school Senior Levi Wright has been awarded 2006 STAR student. Levi has chosen his Drafting Teacher, Jonesy Haygood, as his STAR Teacher. STAR stands for Student Teacher Achievement Recognition. This award is supported by the State Department of Education and the Georgia Chamber of Commerce. Levi’s passion for learning has led to this great accomplishment. 
Levi excels academically as well as in Drafting Technology. He has been in the top 5 percent of his class since the sixth grade and has spent 810 hours in drafting class with Mr. Haygood. Levi gives Haygood credit for teaching him valuable life lessons and offering advice for acquiring a job and gaining the respect of others. 
Levi aspires to return to Stephens High School one day as a teacher. As Levi’s mentor, Mr. Haygood said, “Levi does possess a gift for teaching.” If Levi keeps up his drive for success, maybe he will be the chosen STAR teacher once he returns to Stephens High. Congratulations to Levi Wright and Jonesy Haygood for their great accomplishments.
TSA (Student organization)

“Brunswick radio station”
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Brunswick High School went on air as Georgia’s first high school student-operated radio station, 106.7 MHz. They broadcast straight from the high school in their own studio. Licensed and regulated by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), this non-commercial low-power station is initially broadcasting a 12 hour pre-recorded program featuring a wide variety of music, sports and news. Down the road, plans are to offer a 24-hour programming and live on-air segments. Brunswick’s radio station will also work with the Emergency Management Agency in Glynn County and serve as the emergency broadcast when necessary. 
The Communications Technology course offered at the Brunswick High Schools allows the students to gain the technical knowledge and skills to take full charge of the radio station. Sixteen students handle all aspects of the radio station from creating the programming to handling the engineering operations. 
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Patrick Gunter, a technology education teacher with a broadcasting license is the faculty adviser for this program. Mr. Gunter also heads the TSA student organization at Brunswick High and has played a fundamental role in getting it off the ground. "This is an exceptional opportunity to provide hands-on radio broadcast experience and real-world application in communications to the students at Brunswick High," said Gunter.

To second that, Dr. Ralph Gornto, director of Career, and Technical Agricultural Education

for the Glynn County Schools said "This is an excellent hands-on application of the career/tech curriculum in our schools. Communications Technology is just one of the

courses available in the career/tech path, and Pirate radio will bring

real-world experience to life for our students."

Agriculture Education (FFA student organization)
“National FFA Week”

[image: image9.jpg]



More than 24,000 FFA members in Georgia joined in the National FFA Week celebration February 18-25, 2006.  “Living to serve” was the theme this year, showcasing more than 300 career opportunities available to students through agricultural science education. Nearly half a million members around the nation participated in FFA Week activities at the local and state level.

As a part of the celebration, FFA members from around the state hosted their Representatives and Senators for breakfast on February 21 in the West Tower Floyd Room of the State Office complex in Atlanta.  The members assembled were privileged to hear remarks from Governor Sonny Perdue, Lieutenant Governor Mark Taylor, State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox, Commissioner of Agriculture Tommy Irvin, Speaker of the House of Representatives Glenn Richardson, Senator John Bulloch, Representative Tom McCall, as well as, Brian Nash, Secretary of the Georgia Young Farmer Association and State FFA Vice President Adrienne Gentry.  All of the speakers  called attention to the importance of the agricultural food, fiber and natural resources industries to our state and nation and commended the FFA members present on their interest in this essential industry.

Agricultural education prepares students for successful careers and a lifetime of informed choices in the global agriculture, food, fiber and natural resources systems.  
2006 Teacher of Excellence Award

“ITEA awards James Glenn 2006 Teacher of Excellence”
[image: image10.jpg]


On Friday, March 24, 2006, the International Technology Educators Association (ITEA) recognized Coastal Middle School's own James Glenn as the 2006 Teacher of Excellence recipient for the state of Georgia, at the 68th annual ITEA Conference in Baltimore, Maryland.  

Mr. Glenn was recognized for his accomplishments as a technology educator during his 16 year tenure with the Savannah-Chatham County Public School System.  In the past, his students have participated in the Technology Student Association, FIRST Lego League Robotics, International Media Festival and Coastal Panthers Live!, a morning news show aired and produced by students daily on Coastal Middle School's closed circuit television system. 

The Teacher of Excellence Award is selected annually, based on recommendations to honor technology teachers for their dedication to education, teaching excellence, and their forward thinking ideas about technology’s role in their students’ everyday lives.
Georgia DECA Career Development Conference 

“Exploring New Frontiers” 
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Georgia DECA . . . An Association of Marketing Students held its 2006 State Career Development Conference on March 3rd – 4th at the Crowne Plaza Ravinia in Atlanta.  Over 1,500 students and advisors were in attendance plus another 150 judges and special guests attended.  Students competed in 50 different competitive events including E-Commerce Business Plan, Entrepreneurship Promotion Plan, Marketing Decision Making, Fashion Merchandising Promotion Plan, Hospitality Services Management Team Decision Making, Retail Marketing Research Event, Public Relations Project, etc. 

Students were also recognized for meeting National standards for the Marketing Credentialing Program. Marketing Education Student Credentialing is a component of the Industry Certification Program whereby individual students are evaluated and recognized for the knowledge and skills they have acquired as a result of having been enrolled in an Industry Certified Program. 

Students who were named as finalists will now advance to the next level to represent Georgia DECA and compete at the International Career Development Conference in Dallas, Texas on April 29-May 3.   

